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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of : • Customer Number: 20277 

David E. FOSTER : Confirmation Number: 3470 

Application No.: 10/501,190 : Group Art Unit: Not yet assigned 

Filed: July 09, 2004 : Examiner: Not yet assigned 

For: A SELF- VENTING SPORTS TYPE CLOSURE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that the references be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the U.S. 
filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No certification or 
fee is required. 

The Examinees attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
09/959,401, filed February 20, 2002, which is directed to related technical subject matter. The 
identification of this U.S. Patent Application is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to 
that application now or upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The Examiner is 
respectfully requested to consider the cited application and the art cited therein during 
examination. 



10/501,190 





Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to 
such deposit account. 



600 13 ,h Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 JLT:ete 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: March 4, 2005 



Respectfully submitted, 




IT WILL & EMERY LLP 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION IN AN 
APPLICATION 

(PTO-1449) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

50179-095 


SERIAL NO. 

09/959,401 


APPLICANT 

Rodney Malcolm DRUITT 


FILING DATE 

February 20, 2002 


GROUP 

3727 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS j 


EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


CITE 
NO. 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code2 (/known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Figures Appear j 






1 1 Q 




09/05/1961 


THOMAS et al 








US 


3,731,849 


05/08/1 973 


BURROW*? 

w \J r\r\ v vv o 








US 


3,981,421 


09/21/1976 


MCDOWELL JR et al 








US 


4,036,413 


07/19/1977 


CAMPS 








us 


4,211,346 


07/08/1 980 


MEHRAet al. 








us 


4,749,103 


06/07/1988 


BARRIAC 








us 


4,779,764 


10/25/1988 


DEBETENCOURT 








us 


4,805,807 


02/21/1989 


PERNEet al. 








us 


4,813,577 


03/21/1989 


CAROW 






10 


us 


4,826,055 


05/02/1989 


STULL 








us 


4,867,354 


09/19/1989 


Schreiber 








us 


4,927,065 


05/22/1990 


BECK 








us 


5,104,008 


04/14/1992 


CRISCI 








us 


5,328,063 


07/12/1994 


Beck et al. 








us 


5,423,444 


06/13/1995 


DRUITT | 








us 


5,429,255 


07/04/1995 


GLYNN 








us 


5,465,876 


11/14/1995 


CRISCI 








us 


5,472,120 


12/05/1995 


Stebick et al. 








us 


5,507,416 


04/16/1996 


RAPCHAK et al. 








us 


5,328,063 


07/12/1994 


Beck et al. 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


CITE 
NO. 


Foreign Patent Document 
Country Code3 -Number 4 -Kind 
Codes (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Translation 
Yes No 






AU 78381/91 


01/02/1992 


PRECISION VALVE 
AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. & 
M.K. PLASTICS PTY. LTD. 












GB 2 264 110 


08/18/1993 














WO 96/20889 


07/11/1996 














AU 52116/96 


07/11/1996 


PRECISION VALVE 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD. & 
RODNEY MALCOLM 
DRUITT 












WO 97/38912 


10/23/1997 










OTHER ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


j EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


CITE 
NO. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where 
published. 




































EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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US 


5,588,562 


12/31/1996 


SANDER et al. 








US 


5.603,436 


02/18/1997 


LEONCAVALLO et al. 








US 


5,609,263 


03/11/1997 


Perchepied 








US 


5,657,906 


08/19/1997 


RAPCHAK et al. 








US 


5,662,247 


09/02/1997 


RAPCHAK et al. 








US 


5,676,269 


10/14/1997 


Blake et al. 








US 


5,680,965 


10/28/1997 


BECK 








US 


5,680,969 


10/28/1997 


GROSS 








US 


5,782,369 


07/21/1998 


Tansey 








US 


5,810,185 


09/22/1998 


Groesbeck 








US 


5,862,953 


01/26/1999 


LONG, JR. 








US 


5.975,369 


11/02/1999 


Yurkewicz et al. 








US 


5.988,448 


11/1999 


Foth 








US 


5,992,692 


11/30/1999 


BOISSAY 








us 


6,024,256 


02/15/2000 


BECKetal. 








us 


6,039,218 


03/21/2000 


BECK 








us 


6,050,452 


04/2000 


Pradinas 








us 


6,073,809 


06/13/2000 


LONG, JR. 








us 


6,135,329 


10/24/2000 


Stoneberg et al. 








us 


6,299,038 


10/09/2001 


Schmeisser et al. 








us 


6,338,425 


01/15/2002 


Berge et al 
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WO 97/41042 


11/06/1997 














CN 2271 504Y 


12/19/1997 














WO 98/55368 


12/10/1998 














AU 80944/98 (WO 99/03746) 


02/10/1999 
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